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If, A Difcourfe occaftond by an Infer iption found, about Three 
Tears ago, at Langchefter in the Bifkcprick of Durham* 
and communicated to the Royal Society from Dr, Hunter 
by Dr. Woodward, as it is printed in the Philofophical 
Tranftaftions, N° 354. By Roger Gale, Efq; R. S. S. 

D R. Hunter, who communicated this Infcription, 
having only given us his Conje&ures as to the 
firft fortifying the Place where it was found, 
and the Time of its Repair after it had been deftroy’d, 
but faid nothing relating to the Explanation of the In¬ 
fcription itfelf, tho’ extremely curious ; it will not, I 
hope, be taken amifs, if I offer fome Thoughts that oc¬ 
ean d to me at firft fight of it, and afterwards indu¬ 
ced me to put together what follows upon that Sub* 
jetft. I (hall not in the lead difpute or call in queftion 
the Time of its Foundation, as fix’d by the Do dor, 
but begin with the Place where it was difeover’d, name¬ 
ly Langchefter or Lancafter, in the Bifhoprick of Dur¬ 
ham, which I -am, 1 with him, fully perfuaded was the 
Longov'tcus, where the Notitia Imperii places the * Nime» 
rus Longovicariorum. 

This place is feated upon a great Milirary Way, a- 
bout 1 z Miles diftance from Binchefter, and 7 from Eb~ 
chefter, the one the Vinovia , and the other the Vindomo - 
ra of Antoninus, as the Correfpondence of the Numbers 
may evince; Binchefter being 19 Roman Miles from Eb- 
chefter, as that is 9 from Cor bridge, the exad Numbers 
the Itinerary gives us between Vinovia, Vindomora, and 
Corftopituns. What is very ftrange is, that the Itinerary , 
which muft go upon the great Road diredly thro’ this 
4. Nnnnnn Town 
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Town of Lonnovicus betwixt Vindomora and Vinevia, 
takes not the lead Notice of it, but meafuresrhe Way 
at the whole Length ami Number of Miles, from the 
firll to the latter of thole Stations It Lo-gcvicu was 
founded, as Or. Hunter fuppofes fo early as the 
Time ot Julius Agricola, and if that ftineran was com* 
pofee by any of the Emperors that bore he Name of 
Antoninus, this Station might have been deftroy d or 
defer ted during the Wars with th kriunns and not be* 
ing repair d till the Reign of Gordian (if, was pafs’d over 
by the Author of the tineraiy. as a Camp not then m be¬ 
ing or o* no ufe to the Rim in Armies; and this would 
be no weak .Argument for the Antiquity of that Work: 
And perhaps tome Parts of it may have been delcnbed 
as early as the Reigns of thofe Emperors, or earlier, and 
fuch Names of more modem t laces as are found in it, 
may have been afterwards added as Occaf.on requir d. 
As a farther Confirmation of this Conjecture, ! beg leave 
to obterve, that this 1 lace, after it was repair d by Gor¬ 
dian, fubfilled even to the P.uine of the Rom on Empire in 
Britain, as is evident by the Vention of it in the Notitia 
Imperii; lo that had this 4 Journey w hich carries us from 
Vindomora. to Vinovia been composd after the Reign of 
Cordian, it would be very hard to account for the OmiR 
fion of this remarkable Station and Tow n, a^ it appears 
to have been from this, and many other fnfcriptions 
found there 

Having this Opportunity of doing it 1 am unwilling to 
let it flip without rectifying a Miflakc in the ''JJay towards 
ihe Recovery of the Roman Highmys thro Britain, printed 
in the 6th Volume of Mr. Hearne’* Itinerary of Leland s t 
which having brought the Ermmgftreet ( not the w at- 
lingftreet, as Or Hunter and the Country call it) a lirtle 
beyond Cattarick in Tor'kjhire , divides ic there into rw'o 

Blanches, 
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Branches, tracing one of them to Timouth, and the other 
to arhfh but omits the main Stemm of it, that runs al- 
tnoft direitiy Northward to f'iercthridge, fo to Dettori, 
Houghton, btnhefter, Langchefler, Ekchtfter , Qorhridge, 
and through the Heart of Northumberland into Scot Lind, 
about a Mile and a half to the Weft of Berwick. It is in 
fevctal places very intire and fair, efpecialiy between Cw- 
bridge and Binchrjler, the Ridge of it there being for the 
mod part two Yards in Height above the Level of the 
Soil, nolefsthan Eight Yards broad, and all pav’d with 
Stones, that are as even as if new laid : as 1 am inform'd 
by the ingenious Mr. Warburton, who has often view’d 
it, and to whom vve are obliged for the moft accurate 
and ufeful Map of the County of Northumberland that 
was ever yet pubhfh’d. T his Digreftion, if it may he So 
call’d, 1 hope will be excus’d, fince it no: only lets tight 
an Error, but acquaints you with a noble Roman Way, 
fcarcely yet known or obferv’d by any body. 

Having fix’d the Seat of this Long view, where the 
fnfcripcion was found, let us consider next whac lore of 
a Piace it. was; and upon due Enquiry it will appear to 
have been one of the moft ancient and eminsne Stations 
the Romans were polleisd of in thefe Parts. As to its 
Antiquity, Dr. Hunter has made it probable, that we 
ought to look for it as high as Julius Agricolds command¬ 
ing under Domitian, in this lfland : As to its Eminency, 
the fnfeription that came laft from him to the Society as 
well as feveral others found there, is an undeniable Evi¬ 
dence of its being a Place of great Consideration ; but 
nothing can put that more out of Diipute than the fir ft 
which was tome Years ago tranfmitted by the fame 
Hand 6 , which therefore I beg leave to in’ert here with 
that which came laft from him, and the rather becauic 
little or nothing has ever been laid upon it, and that they 
wiil give great Light one to the. other. 

Nnnnnn z IMP 


6 2 hil. Idranf, N® 266 . 


UVP CASM NT G°RDIA 
N-SPFAGRTTMPC-M 
FSTG A PINTRVXT 

prbnmtanmitat; 

TRPRORNTMAATl 
QYIRINO PREOHILGR 

IMP CiGSAR-MANTNAS 
G°RDIXNVS P F AVG 
PRIN CIPIAET ARMAMN 
TARIA CONPPSA PETT¬ 
IT PERMFGEVMFVS GMEEG 
AVG PRPR- GRANTEM AVR 
QYIRLNO PR OHILGOR 
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The Stone whereon the firft; is cut has been broke 
in two, whereby fome of the Letters are defaced, how¬ 
ever, it may be very well read as follows; the Letters 
PRE in the fourth Line I take to be a Miflake of the 
Workman, having feen feveral Copies, where they are 
fo tranfcribed; that they fliould be PER is evident 
from the fifth Line of the fecond Infctiption. 

X Imperator Cafar Marcus Antonius Gordianus 
Pius Felix Auguftus Balneum cum 
Baftlica a folo inftruxit 
'Per Cneium Luciliamm Legatum Auguflalem 
Tropratorem Cur ante Marco Aurelio 
Quirino Prafetlo cohortis prim* Longovicariorum ; or 
rather, Leglonis Gordian*. 

The fecond can be read only after the following 
manner* 


II. Imperator C<efar Marcus Antonius 
Gordianus Pius Felix Auguftus 
Trincipia & Armamentaria 
Conlapfa reftituit 
Ter Mac ilium Fufcum Legatum 
Auguflalem Propratorem curante Marco Aurelio 
Slulrino Prafetfo Cohortis prima Leglonis Gordian£. 

From thefe Two Infcriptions compar’d together, it 
will be apparent that they were not only erected un* 
der the fame Emperor, but by the Care of the very 
fame Perfon Aurelius Hutrinus, tho’ not in the fame 
Year. The Emperor can be no other than Gordianus 
the youngeft, or third of that Name; the two former 
having been (lain fo very foon after they had afliimed 
the Purple, that it is improbable they mould have gi¬ 
ven 



( Si8 ) 

vcn any Orders or Commands for the ereCHng of new, 
and repairing of ancient buildings, in lo remote a Pro¬ 
vince as Britain w as from Africa, where they were 
murder’d after a fhorc joint Reign of fcarce feven Weeks. 

Dr, Hunter tells us, that that which was firft: dif- 
covcr’d ( and which 1 fliail theiefore always diftinguifti 
by the Name of the firft) was dug up about a Hundred 
Yards Eall from a great Square, which-had been fortified 
with a thick, ftreng Wall, faced with hewen Stone, 
within which, and without, elpecially towards the Eaft, 
are nothing but ruinous Heaps of Stone, and thinks the 
Lodging of the Garifon only to have been included with¬ 
in thole Walls- His Conjecture is very much confirm¬ 
ed by the 1 Account he gives us of the finding the lad 
Infcription within that fquare Inclofure fo that there 
feems to have been at this Lonrovicus a large Town, and 
one of thofe Camps call’d Caflra flativa, where the Le¬ 
gions lay in Quarters during the time of Peace and 
Quiet. 

The firft T.nfcription tells us, that the Emperor Gordian 
built the Balneum and Ba/ilica from the Ground, a Solo ; 
whereas, by the fecond he appears to have been only 
the Repairer of the Principia and Armamentaria. Per¬ 
haps therefore here might be no Town, till the Romans 
thought fit to repair their old deferted Camp at this 
Place, and then the Emperor might alfo build rhe Bath 
and Palace for the Refidence of t he Proprietor, when in 
thefe Parts of Britain : the Word Bafilica importing both 
a Palace, and an Edifice for hearing of Caufes, and 
tranfaCUng all publick Affairs. As' this eminent Buil¬ 
ding was erected by the Emperor’s Command, it is 
an undeniable Argument of the Splendor of this Town, 
as are the great Heaps of Rubbilh, and Ruines, where 

this 


5 Thu. ‘Franj. N* 166, p. 658. 


* Thu. 'Travf. N° 354, 


( 8*? ) 

this fnfcription was found, of its Largenefs and Ex¬ 
tent 

The fecond equally puts the being of tho Caftrum (!a- 
tivi<m out of difpute, when it acquaints us with the Re¬ 
building of the Armamentaria and An net pa there, that is 
the Arcenal and Quarters either of the Legionary Soldi¬ 
er , that were caii’d the Principe^, or the place where 
the Eagles and other military Enfigns were kept. It is 
probable they did not belong to one particular Legion, 
but to levcrai, as they had occafion t > be employ’d here ; 
1 tho the L.egio fexta Vicirix {hems to have the belt 
Title to them, as being condantly quarter'd in the 
North's whereas, the z Lcgto $ ecu rid i, and 3 Ficefima 
Were generally garrilon’d. the fidt at C aerleon in Wales 
and Rich'urrair in Rut. and the other at and about Che - 
lhr ; (o thac the 4 Monuments they have lefc in the 
North were eredted by them- when the Wars, and other 
Works, as particularly the Wall carry d crofs the ifland, 
calld them thither; which being finilh’d, they returned 
home to their more Southern Quarters, and continu d 
in them till commanded Abroad upon new Services. I 
will not pretend to determin when thefe Armamentaria 
and t rincipia firft fell ro ruin ; perhaps it might be 
when Hadrian . Lolliui Urbicus and Several had car¬ 
ried their Conquefts farther into the Enemy’s O untry, 
and having builc thofe famous Wall , the Relicks of 
which we {fill fee in the Shire of Sterling in Scotland, and 
in Northumberland and Cttmhe land in England, thac this 
Camp might be thought ufelefs, the Roman Fotces be¬ 
ing drawn nearer to, and quarter’d upon the Frontiers; 
and (o this Fortrels abandoned and luffer d to fail into 
decay, as the Word conlaffa implies : and not that it 

was 


1 Ptol, Leg.VhNiceph.Ebov locat. 2 Anton, Itin. XIT. Not Imp. 
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was deftroy’d by any Fire, War, or other Enemy than 
Age and Negled. 

Tho’ the Word conlapfa is wrote here with an N, there 
can be no doubt but the Pronunciation of it was as we 
ufually find it fpelt, collapfa ; a certain Argument of the 
Letter N's being filent in the middle of a Word, before 
two Confonants, efpecially NS, and NT, when the T 
was pronounced like an S. To omit what 1 Quintilian 
fays-to this purpofe, it is confirm’d by the Abfence of 
that Letter in numberlefs infcriptions in Gruter, Reine - 
fius, &c. and no wonder, fince the Workmen in thofe 
Days, as well as ours, ufually wrote as they fpoke their 
Words. I lhall not trouble you with Quotations of any 
of them to this end, but as a Proof of what I fay, on¬ 
ly aflure you from ocular Infpedion and a mod accu¬ 
rate Examination, that there is no tranfverfe Line over 
the Letters tS belonging to the Word FABRIQES 1 S in 
the Infcription of IVL. VITALI at Bath, whatever 
has been affirm’d to the contrary, but that the Letter 
N is totaly omitted there. You will alfo pardon my 
Endeavours, before F leave this Subjed, to explain a 
iliort Infcription belonging to fome of our Countrymen, 
tho’ found at Amerbach in Germany % fince it will be a 
new Proof of the foregoing Aflertion. 

IIL 

NYMPH!S * 

Nt BRITTON 
TRiPVTIEN 
SVB CVRA ♦ 

M? VLPI 
MALCHf? 
j>LEG XXII 
PR ?P ?F ^ 

There 


Nymphls. 

Humerus Brittonum 

Triputiettjis t or- <enus 

Sub cura 
Marci Ulpii 
Malchi 

Centurionis Leg. 22. 
Trtmigenia, Via, Felicis. 


I Jypuintil. In flit. Lib. I. c, 7.' 3 Gruter. p. xciii 
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There is no Difficulty but in the Word TR1PVTIEN, 
and that will prelently vanilh if you infert the Letter N» 
and read it TR1PVNT, i. e. Tripontienus or Fripontknfis, 
the Mutation of the O and V being fo frequent, that 
no body is ignorant of it. This will bring you to Tn - 
pontium 1 or Dowbridge in Northamptonshire ; tho’ that ex¬ 
cellent Antiquary Dr. Battely \ in his Antiquitates Ru- 
tupime, would read it RIPVTiEN, and fix’d the Place 
whence this Numerus took its Appellation at Richbmrove 
in Kent. 

But to return where we left the Camp at Longovicus, 
it will be as difficult to affign a Reafon for its being 
repaired, as it was for its being deferred ; unlefs that 
the Proprettors might judge it advifablc about the Time 
of Gordian 111. to fix their Refidence there and confe- 
quently refortify the old Camp for their State and Se¬ 
curity. And that it was not refortify’d upon any fud- 
den Emergency, but for Time and Duration, is evi¬ 
dent both from the ftrong Stone-Works that encompafs’d 
it, and a Body of Forces lying here, even at the Expira¬ 
tion of the Roman Empire and Authority in this Ifland, 
which from its Continuance in the fame Station, had 
got the Name of the Longovicarii 3 . 

The 1 erfon that under the Emperor gave Direction 
for thefe Repairs, was M^cilius Fufcus : As M&cilius is a 
Diminutive of M&cius, it is not unlikely that he was 
the Son of Matcitis Fufcus , who was Confui with Furpi- 
lius Dexter, A. D. zz$ in the Reign of Alexander Seve- 
rus : By this In'fcription it appears that this M<eci!ius 
was the Emperor Gordian’s Lieutenant here and Proprietor j 
For tho’ in Phil, Tranfati. N° 354 , by the Inadver¬ 
tency of the Engraver, we read only PR. inftead of 
PR. PR; it is right in the Original, and in the Tran- 

O o o o o o fcript 
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fcript Tent up by Dr. Hunter, and accordingly in Pag. 
Si6 . the Faulr is amended. And as the Name of Fufr 
a us {lands in the fame Place in the fecond as that of 
Lnciliams does in the firfi, and with the fame Ad¬ 
juncts both before and after, we may fairly conclude 
he was either his Predeceftor or S'ucceffor, but which, 
it is impoflible to determin. 

And here, perhaps, it may not be amlfs to re¬ 
mark, we never meet with a Leg at us Augujlalis in any 
Jnfcription in this iiland, without the joint Title of 
T ref rater 5 and ' Tacitus him (elf either makes them the 
fame Office, or at lead; unites them in the fame Perfon, 
when he tells US, In Britannia P. Ofiotium Prcprato- 
rent turbida res excepere ; and having prefently afeer 
related the manner of the Fight with the Iceni, fliles 
him Legatus, £puk pugna filius Legati, M. Ojtorius , fer- 
vati civis decus meruit - ; and a little after he gives both 
the fame Titles to A. Didius the Succeflor of Ofiorius. 

We are indebted therefore to thefe two Monuments, 
not only for the Account they have preferved of the 
Roman Arms and Magnificence at Longovicus, but for 
the indifpurable Records of the Names of two Legates 
and Proprafors of Britain, that would otherwife have 
been buried in Oblivion, viz. Cneius Lucilianus and Ala* 
cilius Pufcus: For from Virius Lupus (who was Proprie¬ 
tor and Legate here about the Year zc8, under Seve- 
rus, and juft before that Emperor’s coming into this 
Ifland repaired a Bath burnt down at Lavatree, or 
Bowes 5 , in Torhjlnre) we have no where extant the 
Name of one of thofe Officers, till we come to Non- 
nius Philippus, whom I take to have fucceeded the la ft 
of thefe ; the 4 Stone which was found at Old Carli[it 

in 
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in Cumberland, and has preferv’d his Memory, Totting 
forth that he was Legate and Propr<etor when Atticus 
and Pratextatus were Confuls , which was A. D 2 , 41 . 
the very Year that our Gordian went upon his Perjian 
Expedition, from which he never return’d. And as that 
Emperor left Nonnius Fhilippus in that Poft, when he 
march’d into the Eafl:, where he was murder’d about 
two Years after, it is highly probable that he was the 
lafi Proprietor of his appointing, and confequencly, that 
Mdcilius Fufcus was his Predeceflor, and the Repairs be¬ 
gun at Longovkus before the Year 143 \ I would not 
have troubled you with this Infcription, but that it is 
faultily tranfcribed in Camden , and that I Ihall have oc- 
cafion by and-by to refer to it again, upon a material 
Point, which therefore I hope will plead my Pardon. 

IV. I. O. M. 

PRO. SALVTE. 1 MPERATORIS 
M. ANTONI. GORDIANI. P. F. 

1 NV 1 CTJ. AVG. ET. SABINAE. FvR 
IE. TRANQVILE. CONiVGf. ElVS. TO 
TAQVE. DOMV. D1VIN. EORVM. A 
LA. AVG. GORD 1 A. OB ViRTVTEM 
APPELLAT. POSVIT. CVI. PRAEEST 
A 1 MIL 1 VS. CRISPlNVS. PREF 
EQC^NATVS. IN. PRO. AFRICA DE 
TVSDRO. SVB. CVR. NONNII. PHI 
LIPPI. LEG. AVG. PROPRETO. 

ATTICO. ET. PRETEXTATP COSS. 

Oooooo » 
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The Perfon who had the Care of thefe Repairs both 
in Town and Camp, was Marcus Aurelius Quirinus, Fra- 
feff or Commander of a Company of Foot; another Ar¬ 
gument for the Propisetors Lucilianus and Fufcus fucceed- 
ing immediately one the other, he ferving in the fame 
Foft under both. I muft obferve however,, that altho’ 
the two fir ft: Infcripticns have been cut very near the 
fame time, and by the fame Hand, as appears by the 
Form of the Letters, and Manner of the Abbreviations 
in each of them, yet the Office that this Quirinus bore 
is fomething differently exprefs’d in the fit ft from what 
it is in the fecond, if they have been accurately tran- 
fcribed ; the Firft ihewing, after Ql / IR 7NO the Letters 
PRE.GH. 1.1.6. R, which, before I had feen the Latter, 
I was induced to read Prafeffo Cchortis prim.-e Longovicc,- 
riotum, the ' Not it i a Imperii placing the Frafefius name- 
ri Longovicariortm Longovico. That Numerus and Co¬ 
kers were the fame thing, 2 Fancirollus , in his Notes 
upon that Book, quotes St. Chryfoftome to prove, and 
fome other?, Cohors erat qui vocatur Ntmerus ; but I ra¬ 
ther take it to be an indefinite Number of Men, which 
might comprize feveral Companies, independent of a- 
ny Legion. 3 Fegetius, fpeaking of the Legati Impera- 
ioris, fays, in quorum locum nunc illujlres viros confiat Ma¬ 
gi (Ir os Militum fubftitutos, a quibus non tantum binx Legio- 
nes, fed plures Numeri gubernantur ; by which it is plain, 
the Numeri were no Legionary Cohorts. Neither was the 
Name fo modern as from the Notitia Imperii and Chry- 
fo/iome it might appear to be; for we meet with a 4 Nu¬ 
merus Britonum upon an Altar found in Tranfylvania, de¬ 
dicated to the Nymphs, when the Emperor. Commodus and 
Gldbrio were Confuls. A. D. i8<5. And s another Nume¬ 
rus upon an Altar eredted to Hercules for the Profperity 

of 
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@f Septimius Scvsrus , when Lateranus and Rufinus were 
Confuls, A. D, * 97 : But after l had review’d the Let' 
ters at the end of the fecond Jnfcription, which are plain¬ 
ly tranlcribed PR. CoH. f. L. GOR. I could read them 
no other wife than Trafitfo Cohortis primx Legicnis Gcrdia- 
na. Gordian Ill. was fo beloved of the Soldiery, that (eve- 
ral Legions complimented him by honouring themfelves 
with his Name, as the 1 Logic tenia Italica, which took 
the Addition of Gordiana ; and the 2 Legio decima ge¬ 
mma, and 3 Decima tertia geminadid both give themfelves 
the fame Appellation. But which of the Legions quar¬ 
tered in this Ifland fo fliled itfelf is not determin’d by 
this Inscription or any other that I know of. Howe¬ 
ver, as the Legio fexta Viclrix was all along quarter'd 
in the Northern parts of this Kingdom ( as 1 obfer- 
ved before) where thefe Infcriptions were eretfted, l 
make no doubt but it was that which call’d it feif Gor¬ 
diana, tho’ the numeral Diftincftion of VI is omitted, 
only perhaps for want of Room on the Stone. We find 
by feveral Infcriptions in Camden, that there was an Ala 
in thofc Parts which prided it feif upon its Valour, and 
was therefore call’d the Ala Augufla; of the many Me¬ 
morials it has left us of ics Title, I fhall only mention 
4 one found at Old Carlijle, and which is the ancienteft 
of them all, by any certainty of Date. 

I. O. M. 

AL. AVG OB 
... RTVT. APPEL. CVI 
PRAEEST. TIB. CL. TIB. F. P. 

LING * * N IVSTINVS. 

PRAEF. FVSCIANO. 

II. SILANO. II. COS. 

that 


? Velf Monutn, Augufta Yindel, p. 43 5 * l 80. 

p, 433.1.. 4 Camd, p. 827. 


I Gy uter* 


that is. 


Jovi Optimo Maximo, Ala Augufla ob Virtu* 
tern appellata, cut pr£efi Tiberius Claudius Tiberii 
fiiitis, provincia. Lingonenji , Juflims prafechtsy 
Fufciano [ecundo, Silano [ecundo Confulibus. 

This Altar was dedicated when Fufcianus and Sila* 
mis were the feeond time Confuls, that is, in the Year 
188. under the Reign of Commodus, and Fifty Years 
before our Gordian came to the Empire. At the fame 
place was alfo difeover’d the Fourth Infcription by me 
quoted, where we find this fame Ala Augufla {filing 
itfelf alfo Gordiana , from whence I think it is not a 
little probable that the Legion to which this Wing ap¬ 
pertain’d was the Legio Gordiana mention’d in the Inscrip¬ 
tions found at Langchefter ; and that Legion to have 
been the Legio fexta Viclrix, from the long Continu¬ 
ation of this Ala Augufla in thefe Northern parts of 
the Nation, the conftant Quarters of that Legion. 
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